
PORT HEALTH & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

Tuesday, 24 November 2015  
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Port Health & Environmental Services Committee 
held at the Guildhall EC2 at 11.30 am 

 
Present 
 
Members: 
Wendy Mead (Chairman) 
Jeremy Simons (Deputy Chairman) 
Keith Bottomley 
Henry Colthurst 
Peter Dunphy 
Deputy Kevin Everett 
Deputy Bill Fraser 
George Gillon 
Deputy Stanley Ginsburg 
Graeme Harrower 
Alderman Peter Hewitt 
 

Wendy Hyde 
Vivienne Littlechild 
Professor John Lumley 
Alderman Julian Malins 
Ann Pembroke 
Henrika Priest 
Deputy Gerald Pulman 
Delis Regis 
Deputy John Tomlinson 
Michael Welbank 
Philip Woodhouse 
 

 
Officers: 
David Arnold - Town Clerk's Department 

Paul Nagle - Chamberlain's Department 

Jenny Pitcairn - Chamberlain's Department 

Julie Smith - Chamberlain's Department 

Paul Chadha - Comptroller & City Solicitor's Department 

Carolyn Dwyer - Director of Built Environment 

Steve Presland - Director of Transportation and Public Realm 

Jim Graham - Assistant Director of Cleansing Operations 

Doug Wilkinson - Assistant Director of Street Scene and Strategy 

David Smith - Director of Markets and Consumer Protection 

Jon Averns - Director of Port Health and Public Protection 

Ruth Calderwood - Environmental Policy Officer 

Gavin Stedman - Assistant Director of Port Health Services 

Gary Burks - Superintendent of the City of London Cemetery 
and Crematorium 

Gerry Kiefer - Open Spaces Department 

Will Wright - City Surveyor’s Department 

 
 

1. APOLOGIES  
Apologies for absence were received from Deputy John Bennett, Karina 
Dostalova, Andrew McMurtrie, Hugh Morris, Barbara Newman, Deputy Richard 
Regan, Deputy James Thomson, and Mark Wheatley. 
 



2. MEMBERS' DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT IN 
RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  
There were none. 
 

3. MINUTES  
RESOLVED – That the public minutes and non-public summary of the meeting 
held on 22 September 2015 be approved. 
 
Matters Arising 
The Chairman advised that the Committee Dinner on 21 January 2016 would 
be held at Apothecaries’ Hall. 
 

4. OUTSTANDING ACTIONS  
The Committee received the current list of Outstanding Actions. 
 
The Assistant Director of Street Scene and Strategy reported that a positive 
meeting had been held with local companies regarding mobile shredding 
vehicles idling outside their offices. The companies had agreed to work with the 
City of London Corporation to think of ways to reduce the shredding vehicles’ 
impact on air quality, such as the inclusion of internal shredding areas in new 
buildings. The outcome of future meetings would be reported back to the 
Committee. 
 
RESOLVED – That the list of Outstanding Actions be noted. 
 

5. REVENUE AND CAPITAL BUDGETS - 2016/17  
The Committee considered a joint report of the Chamberlain, Director of the 
Built Environment, Director of Markets and Consumer Protection, and Director 
of Open Spaces that set out the latest revenue budget for 2015/16 and sought 
approval to the proposed provisional revenue budget for 2016/17, for 
subsequent submission to the Finance Committee. 
 
In response to a Member’s question, the Assistant Director of Cleansing 
Operations advised that the Recycling Team worked closely with local schools 
to educate young people about recycling and littering.  
 
In response to another Member’s question, the Environmental Policy Officer 
advised that applications had been and would be submitted to maximise grant 
funding for air quality projects to ensure that the City Corporation’s statutory 
obligations were fulfilled.  
 
RESOLVED – That:- 

a) the latest 2015/16 revenue budget be noted; 
b) the provisional 2016/17 revenue budget be reviewed to ensure that it 

reflects the Committee’s objectives and the budget be approved for 
submission to the Finance Committee; 

c) the draft capital budget be approved; 
d) the Chamberlain be authorised to revise these budgets for changes to 

the Additional Works Programme and in respect of recharges. 
 



6. CITY OF LONDON AIR QUALITY STRATEGY 2015 - 2020 UPDATE  
The Committee received a report of the Director of Markets and Consumer 
Protection that provided details of the on-going action to improve air quality in 
the City as part of the City of London Air Quality Strategy 2015-2020. Members 
were advised that the minutes and presentation from a recent Member Briefing 
on this matter were available upon request from the Town Clerk. 
 
The Environmental Policy Officer explained how EU targets were due to be met 
throughout most of the City of London by 2020 via the Ultra Low Emission 
Zone. In response to a Member’s question, she added that colleagues in the 
Open Spaces Department were aware of the potential use of plants in City 
Gardens to reduce the impact of air pollution. 
 
In response to Members’ questions regarding Beech Street, the Director of Port 
Health and Public Protection advised that the results from air quality monitors 
would be included in future air quality update reports and the Chairman advised 
that the purpose of the washing regime was to help reduce the levels of fine 
particles to improve air quality. 
 
A Member noted his concerns with emissions caused by standby diesel 
generators at businesses within the City. The Environmental Policy Officer 
advised that an application for funding had been submitted to develop a 
programme to encourage a reduction in the use of standby diesel generators as 
there were currently no legislative powers against them. 
 
In response to Members’ concerns regarding air pollution caused by heavy 
traffic, the Director of Transportation and Public Realm advised that there was 
currently the lowest number of roadworks within the City for many years. He 
added that a list of current closed and part-closed streets would be submitted to 
the next appropriate Streets and Walkways Sub-Committee for information. The 
Deputy Chairman suggested that Members read a report regarding the volume 
of activity taking place on the City’s highway network that was being submitted 
to the next Streets and Walkways Sub Committee meeting for information. 
Members noted that major highway works caused by Crossrail and TfL projects 
were outside the City Corporation’s control. 
 
RESOLVED – That the on-going action to improve air quality in the Square Mile 
and to reduce the impact on health, be noted. 
 

7. 43RD CITY OF LONDON THAMES FISHERY RESEARCH EXPERIMENT 
2015  
The Committee considered a report of the Director of Markets and Consumer 
Protection that provided details of the 43rd City of London Thames Fishery 
Research Experiment which took place in October 2015 and sought approval to 
the 44th Research Experiment in 2016. 
 
RESOLVED – That:- 

a) The report be noted; and 
b) The 44th City of London Thames Fishery Research Experiment, to take 

place in 2016, be approved. 



8. CITY OF LONDON CONTAMINATED LAND INSPECTION STRATEGY 2015 - 
2020  
The Committee considered a report of the Director of Markets and Consumer 
Protection that sought approval to the City of London Contaminated Land 
Inspection Strategy 2015-2020. 
 
RESOLVED – That the Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy 2015-2020 be 
approved. 
 

9. PUBLIC CONVENIENCES STRATEGY - UPDATE ON SERVICE BASED 
REVIEW SAVINGS  
The Committee received a report of the Director of the Built Environment that 
provided an update regarding the progress being made to achieve the savings 
agreed in the Service Based Review Public Conveniences Strategy. Members 
were advised that no complaints from members of the public had been received 
since the closure of the attended toilets and Smithfield.  
 
A Member noted that, despite no complaints being received from the public, he 
had personally complained to officers regarding the closure of toilet facilities. 
The Assistant Director of Cleansing Operations advised that any cleansing 
issues at the Blackfriars subway would be looked into. In response to Members’ 
concerns regarding public urination in Bishopsgate, the Assistant Director 
advised that Street Environment Officers would be meeting with the City of 
London Police to address the issue. The Assistant Director of Street Scene and 
Strategy added that Fixed Penalty Notices were being issued for public 
urination in accordance with Anti-Social Behaviour legislation. 
 
A Member noted that the Members concerned could apply for a review of the 
licence for any premises causing particular public nuisance relating to urination. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 

10. PROGRESS ON THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE OBSTRUCTIONS POLICY  
The Committee received a report of the Director of the Built Environment that 
provided details of the working being conducted by the Street Environment 
Team to implement to the Obstruction Policy.  
 
Members were advised that 124 obstructions have been removed from the 
City’s footways this year, with the majority of these removed voluntarily by the 
businesses once they were made aware of the policy. The programme of work 
being carried out by the Street Environment Team to ensure obstructions that 
contravened the policy were removed was expected to continue until April 
2016. 
 
The Comptroller and City Solicitor advised that sanctions were available under 
the Highways Act to prosecute any business who refused to remove an 
obstruction. In response to a Member’s question, he added that a person 
holding an advertising board were not considered obstructions under the 
Highways Act as it referred to static items. 
 



RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 

11. CLEAN CITY AWARDS SCHEME UPDATE  
The Committee received a report of the Director of the Built Environment 
regarding the Clean City Awards Scheme, which had achieved a current 
income of £41,000 in 2015/16 following the introduction of a membership fee in 
September 2014. The Committee congratulated officers for the success of the 
Scheme. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 

12. OPERATIONAL PROPERTY  
The Committee received a joint report of the Chamberlain and the City 
Surveyor regarding the Operation Property Review. Members were advised 
that proposals for assets identified as surplus would be submitted to each 
relevant service Committee at the next appropriate meetings. Members noted 
that it was important for each Committee to consider the proposals for any 
assets directly under its control. 
 
RESOLVED – That:- 

a) the drivers for undertaking the Operational Property Review be noted; 
and  

b) the emerging opportunities from this review that impact on the work of 
this Committee be reported to subsequent meetings. 

 
13. DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER URGENCY SINCE THE LAST MEETING OF 

THE COMMITTEE  
The Committee received a report of the Town Clerk that advised Members of a 
decision taken under urgency procedures by the Town Clerk, in consultation 
with the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Committee, regarding the 
delegation of powers to the Director of Markets and Consumer Protection for 
matters relating to the Consumer Rights Act 2015. 
 
RESOLVED – That the decision taken under urgency since the last meeting of 
the Committee be noted. 
 

14. QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE 
COMMITTEE  
In response to a Member’s question regarding traffic congestion at Aldgate, the 
Chairman of the Planning and Transportation Committee noted the concerns 
and agreed to provide a response to the Member following consultation with 
relevant officers. 
 

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT  
The Chairman congratulated the Department of the Built Environment and the 
Department of Markets and Consumer Protection for their recent successes in 
the Local Authority Clean Britain Awards, the Krys Zasada Award, and an 
Excellence in Customer Service Award for the Heathrow Animal Reception 
Centre. Members were advised that details of the Awards had been publicised 
on the City Corporation website. 



16. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  
RESOLVED – That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds 
that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 
of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act. 
 

Item No.     Paragraph No. 
17 – 18    3, 5 & 7 
19     3 

 
17. NON-PUBLIC MINUTES  

RESOLVED – That the non-public minutes of the meeting held on 22 
September 2015 be approved. 
 

18. DEBT ARREARS - PORT HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
PERIOD ENDING 30 SEPTEMBER 2015  
The Committee received a joint report of the Director of the Built Environment, 
Director of Markets and Consumer Protection and the Director of Open Spaces 
that informed Members of the arrears of invoiced income as at 30 September 
2015. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 

19. LONDON GATEWAY - ADDITIONAL OFFICE ACCOMMODATION FOR 
PORT HEALTH OFFICES AT MANORWAY HOUSE  
The Committee considered a joint report of the Director of Markets and 
Consumer Protection and the City Surveyor that sought approval to a lease of 
office space at the Port Health Offices at Manorway House. 
 

20. NON-PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF 
THE COMMITTEE  
There were none. 
 

21. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERED URGENT 
AND WHICH THE COMMITTEE AGREES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
WHILST THE PUBLIC ARE EXCLUDED  
The Chairman noted that it was the Assistant Director of Street Scene and 
Strategy’s last meeting so the Committee thanked him for his contributions 
toward the work of the Committee and wished him luck in his new job. 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 12.45 pm 
 
 
 

 

Chairman 
 
 
 



Contact Officer: David Arnold 
tel. no.: 020 7332 1174 
david.arnold@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
 


